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INTRODUCTION 


The study of the interrelatedness of Islamic and Jewish intellec- 
tual endeavours relies fundamentally on the rich manuscript 
materials preserved in the various Genizah collections. It was 
during the second half of the nineteenth century that numerous 
genizot scattered throughout the Middle East were discovered, 
the largest and most important of which were located in Cairo. 
Their holdings were subsequently retrieved by antique dealers, 
booksellers, scholars, and _ travellers, including Solomon 
Wertheimer (1866-1935), Salomon Munk (1805-1867), Abra- 
ham Firkovitch (1786-1874), Moses Wilhelm Shapira 
(1830-1884), Solomon Schechter (1847-1915), and Elkan 
Nathan Adler (1861-1946), and these holdings are nowadays 
dispersed among numerous libraries in Europe, Russia, and 
North America.! The systematic scholarly exploration of the 
Genizah—here used as a generic term for storage space for 
timeworn manuscripts, mainly in Hebrew script—and the study 
of medieval Jewish societies in the wider Islamicate context 
evolved during the twentieth century and are still thriving 
today, with a dual focus on the documentary and the literary 
Genizah.? Yet, while the documentary Genizah was productively 


explored for panoramic investigations into Mediterranean and 


1 See the relevant entries in Richler (2014); and Sklare (2003). 

2 For the state of scholarship on the documentary Genizah, see the 
relevant contributions to Goldberg and Krakowski (2019). For the 
literary Genizah, see the contributions to Khan, Schmidtke, and 
Stroumsa (2020). 
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Near Eastern social history, especially Goitein’s monumental A 
Mediterranean Society, the material has yet to be analysed from a 
similarly large-scale perspective of intellectual history. 

To date two major lacunae remain: Genizah scholars—rep- 
resentatives of Jewish studies for the most part—understand- 
ably tend to give precedence to Jewish authors and works, 
while less attention is paid to the substantial Islamic materials 
among the Genizah collections. At the same time, only a few 
Islamicists make use of the Genizah as a source for their schol- 
arly endeavours, and this in spite of its crucial relevance. 
Another major desideratum in contemporary Genizah scholar- 
ship relates to the still largely untapped holdings of the 
Firkovitch collections of the National Library of Russia in Saint 
Petersburg, which was inaccessible to the majority of scholars 
from outside the Soviet Union for most of the twentieth century. 

The vast majority of Firkovitch manuscripts were taken 
from the Genizah of the Karaite synagogue Dar Ibn Sumayh, in 
Harat Zuwayla in New Cairo, the remnants of the synagogue’s 
former library.2 In some respects, the Firkovitch collections 
parallel the material retrieved from the Rabbanite Ben Ezra 
Geniza, but it also differs from it in several important respects. 
In contrast to the Ben Ezra corpus, the Firkovitch collections 
contain very little documentary material, such as letters, 
contracts, wills, charitable trust documents, etc., that would 
inform us about aspects of social, institutional, or economic 
history. Rather, its contents consist of fragments of works that 


cover virtually all disciplines of medieval learning, including 


3 See, e.g., Ben-Shammai (2011). 
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biblical exegesis, theology, philosophy and logic, law and legal 
theory, medicine, astronomy and other sciences, belles lettres, 
and so forth. Whereas the hundreds of thousands of literary 
fragments from the Cairo (Ben Ezra) Genizah are mostly small, 
containing between one and four folios of a work on average, 
many of the Firkovitch manuscripts are quite large, not infre- 
quently comprising hundreds of leaves or so. Some of the manu- 
scripts were originally part of the library of the Karaite 
community in Jerusalem and were brought to Cairo after the 
Crusaders’ conquest of Jerusalem in 1099, with the result that 
works from the so-called Golden Age of Karaism in Palestine 
(the tenth and eleventh centuries)—biblical exegesis for the 
most part—are well represented. 

The Arabic manuscripts, the large majority of which are 
written in Hebrew characters, are extremely important. Most of 
the works they contain are completely or virtually unknown to 
modern scholarship. A considerable number are unique manu- 
scripts, among them numerous works by Muslim authors. Even 
though many of the fragments are large in size, almost all are in 
poor condition, as is typical for Genizah material. They are 
fragmentary and jumbled, usually without a title page or 
colophon that would identify the text they contain. Moreover, 
the holdings of the Firkovich collections are acutely threatened 
due to poor conservation conditions and limited financial 
resources of the National Library of Russia. 

Since the 1990s, microfilms of most sections of the collec- 
tion have been available at the Institute of Microfilmed Hebrew 
Manuscripts (IMHM) at the National Library of Israel (NLD in 


Jerusalem. Excluded from microfilming was the section of the 
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collection that consists of Arabic writings written in Arabic 
rather than Hebrew characters and that comprises close to 
seven-hundred miscellaneous fragments, which is rich in mater- 
ial pertinent to the rational sciences. In 2015, the NLR and the 
NLI signed an agreement that allows the NLI to provide open 
access to the digitised microfilm images, and, by now, nearly 
the entire body of microfilmed material is accessible through 
the KTIV site hosted on the NLI’s website+ and through the 
Friedberg Genizah Project.> In the mid-1990s, the National 
Library of Russia began to restore a fair number of manuscripts 
from the Firkovitch collections. These procedures were often 
detrimental to the legibility of the material that underwent such 
treatment, and in many cases the microfilms preserve more of 
the original texts of the fragments than the physical objects 
after restoration (see figs. 7.4 and 7.5). Moreover, as part of 
their restoration, manuscripts were sometimes bound, such that 
traces of original binding and codicological divisions have been 
lost. However, given their fragmentary character and their 
jumbled arrangement, these are fundamental information for 
studying the material. 

Today, more than twenty years after significant parts of 
the Firkovitch collections were made accessible, we are still far 


from possessing a catalogue raisonné of their contents. Since the 


4 See https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/English/library/news/Pages/ 
Ktiv_launch.aspx [accessed 4 April 2020]. 
5 See https://fjms.genizah.org [accessed 4 April 2020]. 
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early 1990s, several sample catalogs have been published,® and 
since the beginning of the millennium, a number of collaborat- 
ive research endeavours have specifically targeted works by 
Muslim and Jewish authors pertaining to Mu‘tazilism as they 
are preserved in the Firkovitch collections. These include the 
‘Mu‘tazilite Manuscripts Project Group’, founded in 2003 and 
coordinated by David Sklare and Sabine Schmidtke; the 
Research Group ‘Mu‘tazilism in Islam and Judaism’, hosted 
during 2005-2006 by the Israel Institute for Advanced Studies, 
Jerusalem, and coordinated by Wilferd Madelung and Sabine 
Schmidtke; and, between 2008 and 2013, the European 
Research Council-funded project ‘Rediscovering Theological 
Rationalism in the Medieval World of Islam’, hosted by Freie 
Universitat Berlin (with Sabine Schmidtke as the Principal 
Investigator).’? These endeavours involved a large number of 
international scholars through various conferences and have 


resulted in numerous publications, editions of primary texts, as 


6 Fenton (1991); Sklare and Ben-Shammai (1997); Batat, Ben- 
Shammai, Butbul, Sklare, and Stroumsa (2000). 

7 See https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/229460 [accessed 28 April 
2020]. 
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well as studies. However, despite considerable progress, the 
research to date has only uncovered the tip of the iceberg.’ 
Moreover, there is a lack of comparable systematic 
projects to study the equally rich materials pertaining to philo- 
sophy, logic, legal methodology, interreligious polemics/apolo- 
getics or the natural sciences (medicine, astronomy, mathemat- 
ics). To illustrate the significance of the Firkovitch manuscripts 
for the study of philosophy, mention should be made, by way of 


example, of Alexander Treiger’s recent study on the long version 


8 See, e.g., the relevant contributions to Aba 1l-Husayn al-Basri 
(Tasaffuh al-adilla); Madelung and Schmidtke (2006); Hamdan and 
Schmidtke (2006); Schwarb (2006); Adang, Schmidtke, and Sklare 
(2007); Hamdan and Schmidtke (2012); Schmidtke and Schwarb 
(2014); Ansari, Madelung, and Schmidtke (2015); Dawiid al-Muqam- 
mas (Twenty Chapters = ‘Isriin Maqadla); Madelung and Schmidtke 
(2017). 

° Prior to his untimely demise, Bruno Chiesa had identified a 
significant number of Mu‘tazili materials among the Firkovitch 
manuscripts. Among his most important discoveries was the K. al-Man‘ 
wa-l-tamanu‘ by ‘Abd al-Gabbar al-Hamadani, two portions of which 
are preserved as Ms. YA I 1033 (46 folios), available online at 
https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/ManuScript/Pages/Item.aspx? 
ItemID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000153015 [accessed 30 April 2020] and 
Ms. Firk. Arab. 330 (4 folios), of which he had prepared a draft 
edition. For a brief description of both manuscripts, see Schmidtke 
(2007, 444-45). Another seminal work that is apparently exclusively 
preserved in the Genizah collections, is ‘Abd al-Gabbar’s original K. al- 
Muhit. A critical edition of the extant portions is in preparation by 
Omar Hamdan and Gregor Schwarb. 
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of the Theologia Aristotelis, significant portions of which are 
preserved among the Firkovitch manuscripts.!° 

The still ongoing, but largely unsystematic identification 
and study of new texts deriving from the collection continu- 
ously bring to light Jewish and Muslim works that were 
considered lost or were altogether unknown. Once the holdings 
of the Firkovitch Collection are fully explored, the history of 
Jewish thought and its historical ties to the relevant Islamic 
(and Christian) scholarly environments will have to be rewritten 
to a significant extent. 

The present volume aims to further enrich the corpus of 
critically edited works that pertain to the intellectual history of 
Muslims and Jews and are exclusively preserved within the 
Genizah collections. Work on all seven texts included in the 
present publication began more than a decade ago, in most 
cases during the academic year 2005-2006, when four of the 
present editors worked together as members of the Research 
Group ‘Mu‘tazilism in Islam and Judaism’ in Jerusalem. In all 
cases, consultation of the original manuscripts in St Petersburg 
was indispensable. This was done by some of us during repeated 
visits to Russia in 2008, 2010, and again in 2020. Thanks are 
due to the Gerda Henkel Foundation and the European Research 
Council for financially supporting the research trips to St Peters- 
burg in 2008 (Gerda Henkel) and 2010 (European Research 
Council). The final trip, in March 2020, as well as the finalisa- 
tion of this volume, were funded by a Ramon y Cajal grant of 
the Spanish Agencia Estatal de Investigaci6n (RYC-2015-18346), 


10 Treiger (forthcoming). 
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and the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ. The editors 
also express their gratitude to the colleagues who supported the 
work on some of the material included in the present publica- 
tion over the years and in different ways—namely Haggai Ben- 
Shammai, Aaron Hornkohl, Geoffrey Khan, Boris Sajkowski, 
Gregor Schwarb, David Sklare, Sarah Stroumsa, Alexander 
Treiger, Maria Mercedes Tuya, and Olga Vasilyeva. We also 
thank Geoffrey Khan, Aaron Hornkohl, and Esther-Miriam 
Wagner, the editors of Cambridge Semitic Languages and Cultures, 
for having accepted this volume for publication in their series. 

With the exception of Texts III and VI, the works that are 
published here are preserved in manuscripts written in Hebrew 
characters. Since the majority of works were authored by 
Muslims and had been at some stage transcribed into Hebrew 
characters for the consumption of Jewish readers, we have 
retranscribed them into Arabic character. This is also the case 
for Text VII, which was authored by an anonymous Rabbanite 
scholar and is preserved in Hebrew characters only. The reason 
we chose to edit this text in Arabic rather than Hebrew charac- 
ters is to make it accessible to scholars of both Jewish studies as 
well as of Arabic and Islamic studies. 

The decision to publish the texts included in this volume 
has not been an easy one. None of the texts presented here is 
preserved in its entirety, and some of the fragments are heavily 
damaged, so that even some of the edited text remains unsatis- 
factory. The following considerations prompted us to gather 
these materials and make them available to the scholarly 
community. First, it is only by opening up the materials of the 


Firkovitch collection that other scholars may be attracted to 
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engage with this important material, and it is hoped that future 
generations of scholars will be able to produce better and more 
complete editions of the texts included in this publication once 
additional witnesses have come to light. Secondly, having 
worked with some of the physical originals intermittently over 
more than a decade, we have sadly witnessed the deterioration 
of the Firkovitch material, and it is a matter of urgency to make 
available now what has already been studied carefully. Our 
hope is that the volume will entice more scholars to turn their 
attention to the material held in the Firkovitch collections. 
Thirdly, we also hope to engage more representatives of Islamic 
and Arabic studies in the scholarly exploration of the Muslim 
material among the Genizah in general and the Firkovitch 
collections specifically, even though the textual material we are 
presenting here is of only fragmentary nature. 

With the exception of a small portion of Text I, for which 
we had two partly overlapping witnesses, all texts included in 
this volume are extant in one witness only. For this reason, and 
because of the deplorable state of virtually all the manuscripts 
consulted during the preparation of the editions included in this 
volume, we considered that diplomatic editions were the most 
appropriate approach to present the texts. As a rule, no attempt 
has been made to emend the texts, with the exception of 
correcting the most obvious errors. The orthography has been 
modernised throughout, and punctuation has been inserted to 


render the reading of the material more agreeable. 
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1 ‘Abd al-Gabbar al-Hamadani commenting 
on Abii Hasim al-Gubba’i 

The two partially overlapping Mss. St Petersburg, National 
Library of Russia, YA II 2381 and YA II 3102 contain fragments 
of a commentary on a BahSamite Mu‘tazilite work. Passages 
from the basic text, which is divided into chapters (bab) consist- 
ing of multiple quaestiones (mas’ala) as it seems, are invariably 
introduced by qdla, followed by commentaries introduced by 
ilam anna. While the extant portion of the book contains no 
explicit indication as to the identity of the basic work, its author 
can safely be identified as Abi HaSim al-Gubba’i (d. 321/933), 
the eponymous founder of the BahSamiyya. On one occasion 
(Ms. YA II 2381, fol. 3r:14ff.), the author’s view as expressed in 
the basic work is compared by the commentator to the opinions 
he maintained in some of his other works, notably Nagqd al- 
abwab" and al-Gami‘,!2 two well-known titles by Abi Hagim.13 
The commentator can tentatively be identified as chief qadi 
‘Abd al-Gabbar al-Hamadani (d. 415/1025). This is suggested, 
for example, by the discussion revolving around the question 
whether God, whenever He effects an act via an intermediary 
cause (bi-sabab), is also capable of effecting the same act 
directly (bi-gayr sabab/‘ala gihat al-ibtida’/ibtida’an) (Ms. YA II 
2381, fol. 3v:11-fol. 41:8). The commentator first compares Abii 


Hasim’s position in al-Gami‘, where the latter affirmed that God 


1 YA II 2381, fol. 3r: 17 (Nagqd al-abwab), fol. 3v: 13-14 (Ba‘d al- 
abwab, certainly being a misreading for Naqd al-abwab). 

12 YA II 2381, fol. 3v:1. 

13 See Gimaret (1976, 298-304 no. 1); Gimaret (1984, 36 no. 1). 
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can effect the same act both through an intermediate cause and 
directly, with that of Naqd al-abwab, where Abi HaSim denied 
this possibility. The commentator concludes that Abii Hasim’s 
view as expounded in Naqd al-abwab is more convincing and 
subsequently proceeds to a discussion that runs largely parallel 
to the corresponding chapter in the K. al-Mugni, where ‘Abd al- 
Gabbar also opted for Abii Haim’s position as maintained in his 
Naqd al-abwab.'* While other followers of the BahSamiyya, 
notably Ibn Mattawayh in his K. al-Tadkira, discuss the issue 
along similar lines and likewise adopt Abi HaSim’s view as 
expressed in his Nagqd al-abwab,'> another indication pointing to 
‘Abd al-Gabbar as the commentator of the present work is that 
he is known to have commented on several works by Abt 
Hasim, notably the latter’s al-Gami‘ al-kabir and his al-Gami< al- 


sagir,‘© and his al-Bagdadiyyat.!? Our knowledge about the 


14 ‘Abd al-Gabbar (Mugni, vol. 9, 119-23; Nukat al-Mugni, 26-29). 

15 Tbn Mattawayh (Tadkira, vol. 1, 346-48). The matter is also briefly 
discussed by al-Hakim al-GiSumi in his K. al-Ta’tir wa-l-mwattir fi “lm 
al-kalam, see Thiele (2012, 313). Abii HaSim’s divergent positions in 
the two works are also mentioned by al-Baqillani in his Hiddayat al- 
mustarsidin, see Gimaret (2009, 311). 

16 See ‘Abd al-Gabbar (Mugni, vol. 20/2, 258); cf. also ‘Utman (1967, 
64-65 no. 23: Takmilat al-Gawami‘, 67 no. 37: Sarh al-Gami‘ al-sagir, 67 
no. 38: Sarh al-Gawami‘. See also Ibn Mattawayh (Tadkira, vol. 2, 767 
[q.v. ‘Takmilat al-Gawami®, ‘Sarh al-Gami‘ al-sagir’]). 

7 See Ibn Mattawayh (Tadkira, vol. 2, 767 [q.v. ‘Ta‘liq al- 
Bagdadiyyat’]); for Abi’ HaSim’s al-Bagdadiyyat and some quotations 
from it, see also al-GiSumi’s Sarh Uyin al-mas@il, fol. 25v:17-18, fol. 
202r:1. 
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literary output of ‘Abd al-Gabbar, which relies on the incom- 

plete list of works provided by al-Hakim al-GiSumi in his Sarh 

‘Uyun al-masa@’il complemented by self-references in ‘Abd al- 

Gabbar’s other writings, most prominently his K. al-Mugni, is 

sketchy, and it is certain that ‘Abd al-Gabbar wrote other works, 

among them possibly additional commentaries on some other 
writings by Abi Haim. 

The first part of the preserved portion of the book consists 
of the final section of a chapter discussing questions of gener- 
ated effects (tawlid), while the second part contains the begin- 
ning of a chapter (bab) on contiguity (mumdssa), one of the five 
categories of akwdn according to the BahSamite system. Both 
parts are thus concerned with the accidents (a‘rdad) and their 
effects. Whether the book in its entirety was exclusively 
concerned with questions of natural philosophy or whether it 
also comprised chapters on doctrinal issues cannot be decided 
on the basis of the small portion that has been identified so far. 

The edition is based on the following two manuscripts 
from the Firkovitch collection: 

— Ms. YA II 3102 (\) consists of a quire of four leaves, ca. 10 cm 
x 14.5 cm, 16/18 lines per page, written in Hebrew charac- 
ters. The text is interrupted following fol. 2, and comparison 
with Ms. YA II 2381 shows that one bifolio is missing 
between fols 2 and 3. Digital images of a microfilm of the 


fragment which was produced in June 1995 (National 
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Library of Israel, Film no. F. 61321) are accessible online.'® 
An entry on the fragment is also included in the Friedberg 
Genizah Project as FGP no. 3102503, though currently 
without digital images. 

-— Ms. YA II 2381 (~) consists of a quire of six leaves, ca. 10 xX 
15 cm, 22 lines to a page, written in Hebrew characters. The 
fragment is heavily damaged throughout in the outer 
margins, and fols 1r and 6v are barely legible. Digital images 
of a microfilm of the fragment which was produced in April 
1995 (National Library of Israel, Film no. F. 60610) are 
accessible online.'? An entry on the fragment is also included 
in the Friedberg Genizah Project as FGP no. 2381503, though 
currently without digital images. 

The two manuscripts partly overlap—Ms. YA II 3102, fols 1-2 

cover most of Ms. YA II 2381, fols 2v-3v, and Ms. YA II 3102, 

fols 3-4 cover most of Ms. YA II 2381, fol. 6, with some 

additional text that goes beyond what is preserved in Ms. YA II 

2381. The fragments were retranscribed into Arabic characters, 

abbreviations such as yn for ta‘ala have been written out in full, 

and recurring references to Abii HaSim al-Gubba’i as 25x mwdx 

(as found in Ms. YA II 2381 [~]) or uxndbx mwdx (as found in 


18 See _https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/ManuScript/Pages/Item. 
aspx?ItemID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000162210 [consulted 26 March 
2020]. 
19 See __https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/ManuScript/Pages/Item. 
aspx?ItemID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000161581 [consulted 26 March 
2020]. 
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Ms. YA II 3102 [\]) have been replaced with his kunya, Abi 
Hasim. 

We thank the National Library of Russia for the opportun- 
ity to consult the original manuscripts in June 2008, May 2010, 
and again in March 2020 (S. Schmidtke; J. Thiele). Comparison 
of the microfilms with the original manuscripts shows that the 
fragments which underwent restoration after having been 


microfilmed have deteriorated since. 


2 ‘Abd al-Gabbar al-Hamadani commenting 
on al-Sahib b. ‘Abbad: Addenda 


The writings of the Buyid vizier and patron of the Mu‘tazila, al- 
Sahib b. ‘Abbad (d. 385/995), who was himself an adherent of 
the movement, apparently constitute the earliest Muslim 
Mu‘tazili works of which copies can be traced in the various 
Genizah collections. After al-Sahib’s treatises, numerous works 
by ‘Abd al-Gabbar (see Text III in the present publication) and 
his disciples, including ‘Abd Allah b. Sa‘id al-Labbad (see Text 
IV in the present publication), and Abi l-Husayn al-Basri (d. 
436/1044), as well as works by Imami scholars backing 
Muttazili theology, beginning with the Sarif al-Murtada (d. 
436/1044), have been found in the Genizahs. The works of al- 
Sahib that are preserved in the Genizah collections include a 
summary of Abi HaSim’s theological teaching, together with a 
commentary by ‘Abd al-Gabbar. Fragments of this work have 
been edited by W. Madelung and S. Schmidtke on the basis of 
two witnesses, namely Ms. Cambridge University Library, T-S 
Ar. 12.10 and Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, 
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Arab. 264.2° The Firkovitch collections hold another fragment, 
which is most likely part of the same text by al-Sahib, again 
with a commentary by ‘Abd al-Gabbar: Ms. YA I 3114 (Hebrew 
script, consisting of 33 folios with 14/19 lines to a page). Each 
lemma (mas?ala/fasl/bab) is introduced by ‘qdla’ (as against 
‘qala 1-Sahib’ in Ms. T-S Ar. 12.10 and Ms. Firk. Arab. 264), 
while the commentary sections are again opened by ‘i‘lam’. 
Throughout the commentary, the latest authorities mentioned 
are Abi Ishaq b. ‘Ayyas (fol. 22r) and Sayhuna Abt ‘Abd Allah 
al-Basri (d. 369/980) (fols 20v, 31v). As in the already 
published fragments, the commentator refers to the text he 
comments upon as ‘al-kitab’ (fol. 8r). The fragment contains 
large portions of what appears to be a chapter on volition and 
aversion (possibly entitled bab al-irada wa-l-karaha), followed by 
the beginning of the next chapter on moistness and dryness, 
titled bab al-rutiiba wa-l-yubisa. The lemmata from al-Sahib’s 
original text as preserved in the heavily damaged fragment read 


as follows: 
sug US wary SE Gd oat Jab ol ky ol ieuy JB Dw 
CS sty Sih lca Spas lace Veh ple Sana As 
Ash) Spee one add B21) Gast WB dled SI LE onb oy sey 
(gle all salty oll eseeagS Bi cserol calla Je 
(14) 2. stad GSS oS AUS Voy Ug tie one JL 
cals Ce Leake GIS 3) Lane SG LG] Slay Yip JB Ble 
i cles Y aah ly SLEW fle Jee GLU Lhe oll YT oe 


20 Madelung and Schmidtke (2017). 
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El eS bale pS LS ySG Leily LS OSS ly d2h) 
(6) ... 

gp bah)) oS ol Spm 3B a Bab! og ol gpm by JB ane 
gree Lb gb tbe ty CLE ye epee US le Lae ob 
Sah) seed ol gene cold ad Bal) cybe L Ub sah Yi ad Cuteey 
(110)... gebet dale Yl Vy cladl Yale igor Ya opal 
(SIL)... gehel SLE) Cog Y aah Vly SB ne 

Yy ae le oS Sah) and Gd OLY! Jats ol ieruy JB Dns 
aaa) ply dee B21) peat ol igre Gedy ent od Sat ol pee 
Sab id Nogtee HS GS ob ceed fod dob! J HS Ge le all 
(13) 12. aah ce cell 

oSe ply GST Gaby BLY ols ol pee de gl olSy JB lane 
crt Ol egy oh jay pl nent 13) el Spy US Crys 
Gae EUS aly cll SB lee Gants pb be ty ool ile oly an 
(116)... phe Bh ye Spe ad OS oly tere 

ON pe cee pe ee Viegeh Bab) eves eee ge Bal Vly JB faa 
a2 ph ol nce V alle Min Ley bitly Cals bbds lee oS 
Dates al pel isyale aie ies eas le gase Ss LS 
(17) ... pall fed ue ol on LaS ose 

ce olted ole ol jem Vy Lents 2 Y) oly ol ies Vy SB pea’ 
gents) dal S oyS5 VY dal SS) WAS Stoly Bahl foedsl ab 
(19) «2. lel andy ly Y ld) LUIS, 
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Vy LAN pe holy ep Slab Spl eee ety SB red 
oly 4b BLY cad gt Aa Sly ae BAS cleel go lal) Uy 
Lailg .. Cline ope Led 15] ad BLY GU cpostl pe LS ls 
(121) 1. oS typo de oliles 

creeey ot Say sl she ol joe le pl lS SB aed 
. dda) Sresll eo hesekany ol Ont sails Lad YIS oppaliten 
(23) 

gh Sy pales) Jet Lope Ligh)! SB degedly Argh St ob 
dug ye clad Joly ep a jhe 1B de I cles Vy nll 
ants Gzh oh jle be dell dpb, 4b 4S ob sy one Gah ol pe ol 
Sears SIN pen! olSy UL Ugly 48 cilS 13] ont Gel Lil 
on Le papell ob abe ob wes by anamy il: Geen Aden 
pony DG Lugs ope cpm ope ATE Le es Ll! OT oy yb 
ol jpee bby ay Jad Gol ee SI cle Wy any eee ly! 
ce hel Ligh ope Bi lial pe US 5 Sls abl Gh 
(26) 

dugg Aughg Yale pms Vy clidl Obyb de jpmsy SB Dlans 
ASM oye aly Ligh sla ae pally Sptedly oll Leds Y 
Jouy Bley! [ale] jms de A cles Vy Do Vy Gee al 8 
(32) 2. ple abl. ye pel g 


The edition of Ms. YA I 3114 (33 folios, written in Hebrew 


characters) was prepared on the basis of a digital copy of a 
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microfilm of the fragment, which is by now available online.?! 
Additionally, we inspected the original manuscript during visits 
to St Petersburg in May 2010 and March 2020. Virtually every 
leaf is heavily damaged on the upper and lower margins. The 
manuscript underwent restoration measures in January 1995, 
and the physical characteristics of the original fragment cannot 
reliably be established. Occasionally, more text is visible on the 
microfilm, which was produced in June 1994, than in the 
original as it is preserved today. As far as can be established on 
the basis of the restored manuscript, the fragment consists of 
the following physical units:22 fols 1-7 (Q8) (fol. 1 [nearly 
entirely destroyed] is followed in the current foliation by 1’); 
fol. 8 (SF, now bound together with the preceding quire); fol. 9 
(SF, now bound together with the following quire); fols 10-17 
(Q8); fols 18-27 (Q10); fol. 28 (SF); fols 29-32 (apparently 
isolated leaves that were bound together during restoration; fol. 
30 is upside down). On the basis of the better preserved folios, 
the number of lines seems to range between 18 lines (fol. 24r; 
fig. 2.1), 19 lines (fols 9r, 15r, 15v), and 21 lines (fols 9v, 16v), 
with several pages of 20 lines (fols 11r, 11v). Accordingly, it is 
also. difficult to determine interruptions throughout the 


preserved text. 


21 See _—ihttps://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/ManuScript/Pages/Item. 
aspx?ItemID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000154918 [consulted 26 March 
2020]. 

22 The following abbreviations are used: SF = single leaf; BF = 
bifolio; Q6, Q8, Q10, etc. = quire of six, eight, ten, etc., leaves. 
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3 Nukat al-Mugni (vols 1-3), an anonymous 
abbreviated recension of ‘Abd al-Gabbar 
al-Hamadani’s K. al-Mugni 


This section contains editions of fragments of the Karaite recen- 
sion of ‘Abd al-Gabbar’s Kitab al-Mugni fi abwab al-tawhid wa-l- 
‘adl, contained in Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, 
Arab. 104. ‘Abd al-Gabbar’s Mugni is the most extensive surviv- 
ing compendium of Mu‘tazili theology (and more precisely of 
the teachings of its BahSami strand). Fourteen of the original 
twenty volumes of the work were first discovered in Yemeni 
manuscript collections. Additional copies of the Mugni were 
later identified in fragments of Karaite manuscripts, containing 
an abbreviated version of the recension known via the Yemeni 
copies. A portion of the Karaite copies have no equivalent in the 
manuscripts from Yemen, and are therefore invaluable additions 
to the materials that came to be available in the Cairo edition 
published in the 1960s.?% 

Ms. Arab. 104 contains the most extensive amount of 
material of a former codex. Its fragments are today scattered 


among three shelf marks of the National Library of Russia and 


23 For a detailed account of the surviving manuscripts of ‘Abd al- 
Gabbar’s Mugni (in the longer Yemeni and the shorter Karaite recen- 
sion), and on the history of their exploration, see the introduction to 
Hamdan and Schmidtke (2012). 
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one manuscript at the British Library in London.** The largest 
parts of Ms. Arab. 104 can be attributed to the specific thematic 
sections on acts that are effective via secondary causes (al- 
tawlid), human capacity of action (al-istita‘a), moral obligations 
(al-taklif), and epistemology (al-nazar wa-l-ma‘arif). These parts 
were edited previously by Omar Hamdan and Sabine Schmidtke 
(2012). The same manuscript also contains eighteen fragments 
with textual materials that belonged to the missing volumes 1-3 
of the recension preserved in Yemen, which correspond to the 
first volume (al-guz’ al-awwal) of the Karaite recension. We 
provide here an edition of these eighteen fragments, covering 
the following parts of the manuscript: fragments I and II consist 
of one folio each, and they are contained within the same 
physical unit, the bifolio 57-58; fragment III, found on a single 
leaf (fol. 87); fragment IV, found on a single leaf (fol. 88); 
fragments V and VI consist of one folio each, and they are 
contained within the same physical unit, the bifolio 89-90; 
fragment VII, consisting of three physical units, namely ten 
leaves (fols 222-31), a single folio (fol. 232), and a quire of six 
leaves (fols 233-38); fragments VIII and IX are found within one 
physical unit, consisting of the first and the second half of a 
quire of four leaves (fols 241-44); fragment X, contained in a 


quire of eight leaves (fols 245-52); fragment XI, consisting of 


24 These additional manuscripts include Ms. National Library of Russia, 
AY 381 (one leaf), Ms. Arab 105 (92 folios) and Ms. British Library OR 
2569 (190 folios); for further details see Schmidtke (2007, 379-91); 
Hamdan and Schmidtke (2008); Schwarb (2008); Hamdan and 
Schmidtke (2012). 
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the first folio of a bifolio (fol. 253); fragment XII, contained 
within two physical units, namely the second folio of a bifolio 
(fol. 254) and the bifolio 255-56; fragment XIII, consisting of a 
quire of six leaves (fols 257-62; fig. 3.3); fragment XIV, consist- 
ing of a quire of four leaves (fols 265-68); fragments XV and 
XVI are found in the same physical unit, consisting of the first 
and the second half of a quire of four leaves (fols 271-74); 
fragment XVII, found within a quire of six leaves (fols 275-80); 
and fragment XVIII, found on a single leaf (fol. 281). 

These eighteen fragments contain only little information 
about their relative sequence. Fragment VII contains two quire 
signatures, each on the respective upper right hand corner of 
fols 222r (“sriin) and 232r (ihdd wa-‘“sriin). Fragment XVII 
contains on fol. 277v a cross-reference to a foregoing discussion, 
which can be found in the chapter fi [-sifat (fragment VII, fols 
231v-235r; fig. 3.2), and fol. 281v contains a colophon, indicat- 
ing the end of the first volume of Nukat al-Mugni (fig. 3.1). For 
the rest of the fragments, we have no indication whatsoever as 
to their chronological sequence, nor do we possess a parallel 
text or other external evidence to reconstruct their original 
arrangement.*° We therefore present the eighteen fragments in 
the order of their appearance in the manuscript, which may not 


correspond to their original sequence. 


25 In contrast, the chronological order of the surviving Karaite frag- 
ments of the section on tawlid could be reconstructed even in the 
absence of parallel texts, thanks to a table of contents of the entire al- 
Kalam fi l-tawlid preserved in Ms. San‘a’, Maktabat al-awgqaf, no. 543. 
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The fragments we have edited here all appear to be part 
of ‘Abd al-Gabbar’s discussion on attributes. They offer new 
textual material on his treatment of such fundamental BahSami 
doctrines as the so-called theory of ‘states’ (ahwal), as well as 
discussions of related ‘subtle topics’ (lata’if or daqda’iq), includ- 
ing causation.?° For most of the edited passages, chapter head- 
ings are missing. Therefore, we provide here a brief survey of 
their contents in order to provide the reader with a basic orient- 


ation: 


Fragment I 


This fragment of one folio contains the end of a chapter on 
divine knowledge, power, will, and life, followed by the 
beginning of a chapter on the denial that God knows, is 
powerful, and lives by virtue of created entities (bi-ma‘anin 


muhdata). 


Fragment II 


This fragment of one folio includes the end of a chapter 
containing the proof that God is eternally knowing. The text 
then proceeds with a fragment of a chapter on the knowabil- 


ity of the existent and the non-existent. 


Fragment LT 


This fragment contains a conceptual discussion on the notion 


of hukm (pl. ahkam), that is, ‘characteristics’ that derive from 


26 For the BahSami theory of ‘states’ see Frank (1978); for their reflec- 
tions on causation see Thiele (2012) and Thiele (2013, 75-115). 
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attributes or ‘states’ and describe their reality (haqiqa).?’ 
Concrete examples of ahkadm examined in this short passage 
include the potential of acting (which derives from the ‘state’ 
of being capable) or the atom’s potential of carrying 


accidents (which derives from its occupying space). 


Fragments IV—VI 


These three fragments contain portions of texts from what 
may have been a single chapter. The gap between the 
fragments is apparently small. The fragments elaborate on 
the theory that the accident of life causes a ‘state’ of a 
composite (gumla), that is, of the entire living body, which 


must possess a ‘specific structure’ (binya mahsiisa). 


Fragment VII 


This fragment contains the longest continuous sequence of 
text that has been preserved from the section on God’s attri- 
butes. It begins within a chapter that argues that God cannot 
possibly be powerful and knowing by virtue of entitative 
power and knowledge that subsists in no substrate. It then 
continues with eight complete chapters on the following 
topics: God cannot possibly be knowing, powerful, and 
willing by virtue of co-eternal entities; all things are neces- 
sarily either similar to or distinct from other things; the 
meaning of our predicating that something is similar to or 
distinct from another thing; things are not similar or distinct 


by virtue of their being an entity; things are not similar or 


27 For this conception of hukm see Frank (1978, 83 n. 18). 
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distinct by virtue of a distinct entity; things are not similar or 
distinct by virtue of their names; a chapter entitled ‘on attrib- 
utes’, which proposes a typology of attributes in the frame- 
work of the BahSami theory of ‘states’; a chapter arguing that 
one thing cannot possibly annihilate two contrary things and 
vice versa. The fragment ends with the beginning of a 
chapter that denies that things cannot be similar to, or 
distinct from, other things by virtue of a ‘state’ that they 


possess by virtue of an accident (li-hdal yahtassu bihi li-ma‘nd). 


Fragments VIII-IX 


These two fragments, which are part of the same physical 
unit, appear to be separated by a short gap only. They 
discuss the question of whether or not three types of effects 
depend on external conditions, including ‘characteristics’ 
caused by attributes (such as the potential of acting, which is 
caused by the ‘state’ of being capable), attributes caused by 
an accident (the accident is then denoted ‘illa), and accidents, 
whose coming into being is caused by other accidents (and 


are denoted sabab). 


Fragment X 


This quire of eight leaves contains a substantial fragment of 
an in-depth discussion on causes that are labeled sabab. 
Consequently, it could possibly be related to the discussion 
of the previous fragment. Specific examples discussed in this 
passage include ‘tranquility of the soul’ (sukdn al-nafs), that 
is, an inner conviction of certain knowledge which is caused 


by reflection (nagar), accidents of ‘composition’ (ta’lif) and 
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‘pressure’ (itimdd; this refers to accidents by virtue of which 


their substrates set other atoms in motion). 


Fragment XI 


The discussion found in this fragment is possibly a continu- 
ation of the preceding fragment. It focuses on a particularly 
stable form of ‘composition’—labeled ‘difficulty of decompos- 
ition’ (subat al-tafkik)—something which occurs whenever a 


composite is made up of moist and dry particles. 


Fragment XII 


This fragment is part of a discussion on properties that 
specify a composite in its entirety (gumla), rather than only 


parts of it. 


Fragment XIII 


This fragment argues that one accident cannot exist in 
multiple substrates. The examples discussed include the 
following accidents: will (irdda), desire (Sahwa), sounds 
(aswat), colours (alwadn), ‘pressure’ (itimad), regret (nadam), 


and reflection (nazar). 


Fragment XIV 


This fragment contains part of a discussion on the accident 
of life, and more particularly on how the ‘state’ of being alive 
(kawnuhu hayyan)—which is caused by the accident of 
life—relates to a composite body and the particles (agzda’) of 


which the body is made up. 
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Fragment XV 


This fragment contains further considerations on ‘character- 
istics’ (ahkam; see above fragment III): whether or not the 
non-existent has characteristics; that the existent necessarily 
possesses characteristics, either by virtue of itself or by virtue 
of something else; and that these characteristics can depend 


on external conditions. 


Fragment XVI 


This fragment deals, like fragment XIV, with life—and so 
both fragments might be part of the same discussion—echo- 
ing again the question of how the ‘state’ of being alive relates 
to a composite body and the particles of which a body is 


composed. 


Fragment XVII 


The beginning of this fragment contains the end of a chapter 
on similarity and distinction of things, possibly devoted to 
the doctrine that things are said to be similar and distinct by 
virtue of their ‘essential attribute’ (sifat al-dat).2° This is 
followed by a chapter on the doctrine that ‘the attribute by 
virtue of which a thing is distinguished from distinct things is 
the same as the one by virtue of which it resembles some- 
thing, whenever they share this attribute’ (the attribute in 


question is again an entity’s ‘essential attribute’). The 


28 On the BahSami conception of the ‘essential attribute’ see Frank 
(1978, 53-55). 
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fragment closes with an incomplete chapter on the question 
the kinds of attributes one thing can or cannot possess (for 


example, it cannot possibly possess contrary attributes). 


Fragment XVIII 


As shown by the colophon at the end of this fragment, this 
leaf contains the end of the first volume of Nukat al-Mugni, 
which concludes with a discussion of God’s ‘essential attrib- 


? 


ute’. 


During the preparation of our edition, we consulted the original 
fragments in May 2010 and March 2020. We thank the National 


Library of Russia for granting us access to the manuscript. 


4 ‘Abd Allah b. Sa‘id al-Labbad on Natural 
Philosophy 


The National Library of Russia and the British Library hold 
several fragments of a comprehensive work on natural philo- 
sophy by a BahSami author. The fragments’ codicological 
features suggest that they all originated with the same codex. 
They are written in Hebrew characters, with 15/19 lines per 
page, 13 cm X 16 cm. Throughout the codex, the scribe uses 
common abbreviations, such as yn for ta‘ala, n> for rahimahu I- 
Lah, 1p for qawluhu, and chapter headings are invariably 
centred. The bulk of the codex’s remnants is preserved in the 
following two manuscripts: 

— St Petersburg, NLR, YA I 3093 [referred to as | in the 


edition], 75 folios, consisting of the following physical units: 
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fols 1 [SG], 2-7 [Q6], 8-10, 11-16 [Q6], 17-24 [Q8], 25-32 
[Q8], 33 [SG], 34 [SG], 35-42 [Q8], 43-48 [Q6], 49-54 
[Q6], 55 [SG], 56 [SG], 57-64 [Q8], 65 [SG], 66-75 [Q10]. 
A microfilm copy is available through the National Library of 
Israel (NLI Film no. F. 56559). Digital images of the micro- 
film are available through KTIV: Digitized Hebrew Manu- 
scripts [system no. 000154905] and the Friedberg Genizah 
Project [FGP] 3093502; 

- London, British Library, OR 2529, fols 89-95 [referred to as 
~ in the edition] (NLI Film no. F 6307; KTIV: Digitized 
Hebrew Manuscripts [system nos. 000122010, 000122011, 
000122012, 000122013]; for a description of the codex as 
well as a digital copy see also http://www.bl.uk/manu- 
scripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref = Or_2529). 

Additional smaller portions of the work are preserved in the 

following fragments:2? 

— St Petersburg, NLR, YA I 880, fols 1-2, heavily damaged, 
particularly on the upper margin of fol. 2 and worm-eaten 
throughout [referred to as ; in the edition]. (NLI Film no. F 
54613, KTIV: Digitized Hebrew Manuscripts [system no. 
000152937]; The Friedberg Genizah Project [FGP] 880502); 


29 Mss. YA I 880, YA II 1060, YA II 1065, II 1082 were identified by 
Gregor Schwarb under the auspices of the Research Project funded by 
the European Research Council (2008-2013) ‘Rediscovering Theo- 
logical Rationalism in the Medieval World of Islam’ and hosted by 
Freie Universitat Berlin [https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/229460]. 
See Schwarb (2011, 278-79 n. 128). 


Introduction 29 


— St Petersburg, NLR, YA II 1060, fol. 214, heavily damaged; 
the upper part of the leaf is torn off with only the last nine 
lines of each page being preserved [referred to as » in the 
edition]. (NLI film no. F 59403; KTIV: Digitized Hebrew 
Manuscripts [system no. 000160314-1]; The Friedberg 
Genizah Project [FGP] 1060503); 

— St Petersburg, NLR, YA II 1065, fols 1-2, heavily damaged on 
the upper and inner margins [referred to as a in the edition] 
(NLI Film no. F 59418, KTIV: Digitized Hebrew Manuscripts 
[system no. 000160318]; The Friedberg Genizah Project 
[FGP] 1065503); 

— St Petersburg, NLR, YA II 1082, fols 26-27, heavily damaged 
in the lower margins [referred to as , in the edition] (NLI 
Film no. 59919; KTIV: Digitized Hebrew Manuscripts [system 
no. 000160332]; The Friedberg Genizah Project [FGP] 
1082503). 

Throughout the book, the chapters are numbered consecutively, 

and some of the quires have been marked in Hebrew characters 

on the upper right hand corner of the recto page of the first leaf. 

The original sequence of the extant portions of the work can be 

reliably reconstructed, with a few exceptions. Quires 19 and 20, 

which are preserved in their entirety (Fragment XVIII, suggest 

that the codex consisted of quinions. The earliest quire of which 
the first leaf is extant is numbered ‘dalet’ (7), i.e., ‘four’ (Frag- 
ment V). Although the placement of Fragment V is tentative, it 
is possible that some thirty leaves are missing from the begin- 
ning of the text. The final preserved physical unit of the codex 
consists of the first three leaves of quire 21 (Fragment XIX). 


From the original 210 leaves of which the book consisted until 
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the end of this last, partially preserved quire, only 89 leaves are 
preserved. It is uncertain of how many chapters (after chapter 
82) the book consisted and how much is missing from the end. 
It is hoped that future scholarship on the Genizah collections 
will bring to light additional fragments of the book. The 
physical structure of the preserved portions of the codex is as 


follows:°° 


Fragment I* 
YA I 3093:1 [F ??] <leaf heavily damaged, number and title 
of the fasl that begins here are illegible > 

Fragment II 


YA II 1065: 1 [F 28] 


Fragment LI 
YA I 3093: 234 @5 [F 29] 67 


Fragment IV 


YA II 1065: 2 [F 30] 


30 The following symbols have been used: ® signifies the middle of a 
quire; chapter numberings [F] are indicated in [square brackets] 
following the number of leaf in question. Numbering of quires, 
whenever visible, is indicated in {curly brackets} following the 
number of the leaf on which they are found. The position of fragments 
marked with an asterisk (*) can only be approximately determined. 
Occasional comments are added in <angle> brackets. 
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Fragment V* 
YA I 3093: 8 9 {1 = 4} 10 <placement suggested by 


numbered quire as well as a cross-reference in YA I 3093, fol. 


13, to an earlier discussion on YA I 3093, fol. 9> 


Fragment VI* 


YA I 3093: 10 <YA I 3093, fols 8-9 and 10 are still bound 
together, suggesting that fol. 10 follows soon after fol. 9> 


Fragment VII 
YA I 3093: 11 12 13 © 14 [F 31] 15 [F 32] 16 


Fragment VIII 


YA II 1082: 26 27 [F 33] 


Fragment IX 


YA I 3093: 17 18 [F 35] 19 20 [F 36] © 21 22 23 24 


Fragment X 


YA I 3093: 25 [F 44, F 45] 26 27 28 [F 46] © 29 30 [F 47] 
31 32 [F 48] 


Fragment XI 
YA I 3093: 33 [F 50] 
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Fragment XII* 


YA I 3093: 34 <As is the case with YA I 3093, fol. 33, this is 
a single leaf. The first line on both sides is heavily damaged, 


and the fragment’s precise placement is tentative > 


Fragment XIII 


YA I 3093: 35 36 [F 51] 37 38 [F 52] © 39 [F 53] 40 [F 54] 
41 42 [F 55] 


Fragment XIV 


YA II 1060: 214 [F 57] 


Fragment XV 
YA I 3093: 43 [F 58] 44 45 [F 59] @ 46 [F 60] 47 48 


Fragment XVI 
YA I 3093: 49 [F 63] 50 [F 64] 51 [F 65] © 52 53 54 [F 66] 


Fragment XVII 
YA I 880: 1 2 [F 67] 


Fragment XVIII 


YA I 3093: 56 55 {0 = 19} [F 68] 57 [F 69] 58 59 [F 70] 60 
® 61 [F 71] 62 63 [F 72] 64 [F 73] 65 [F 74] 66 {3 = 20} 
67 [F 75] 68 [F 76] 69 [F 77] 70 ® 71 [F 78] 72 73 74 [F 
79] 75 BL Or 2529:89 {x3 = 21} 90 91 [F 80] 
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Fragment XIX 


BL Or 2529: 92 93 [F 82] 94 95 


The book’s extant parts suggest that it was concerned with 
questions of natural philosophy. The chapters contain detailed 
discussions of atoms (gawahir) or indivisible particles (agza’, sg. 
guz’) of which bodies are composed (chs 28-35, 44-48, 50-52), 
as well as annihilation and restoration (al-fand’ wa-l-i‘ada) (chs 
63-82). As such, the work complements other books on natural 
philosophy by BahSami authors, most importantly Ibn Matt- 
awayh’s K. al-Tadkira, or the K. Masa’il fi l-hilaf bayna I-Basriyyin 
wa-l-Bagdadiyyin by Abi Ra&sid al-Nisabiri, among the genera- 
tion of disciples of ‘Abd al-Gabbar,?! the gism al-‘asir of al- 
Hakim al-GiSumi’s (d. 494/1101) Sarh Uyin al-mas@il, and the 
writings of the Zaydi Yemeni author al-Hasan b. Muhammad al- 
Rassas (d. 584/1188)°? among later representatives of the 
BahSamiyya. 

The extant fragments contain no indication as to the 
book’s title and its author. Arguing primarily on the basis of Ms. 
British Library, OR 2529, Haggai Ben-Shammai suggested in 
1974 that the fragment constituted a portion of a work by ‘Abd 
al-Gabbar al-Hamadani (d. 415/1025), most likely his Sarh Kasf 
al-a‘rad.*° Wilferd Madelung, who inspected a microfilm of Ms. 
YA I 3093 in 2005-2006 under the auspices of the research 


31 Abt’ RaSid al-Nisabiri (al-Masd@il fi l-hilaf bayn al-Basriyyin wa-l- 
Bagddadiyyin). 

32 See Thiele (2011); Thiele (2013). 

33 Ben-Shammai (1974, 301-2). 
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group ‘Mu‘tazilism in Islam and Judaism’, hosted by the Israel 
Institute for Advanced Studies in Jerusalem, tentatively identi- 
fied ‘Abd al-Gabbar’s student qddi Labbad as the work’s author. 
One of the indications that led Madelung to an author other 
than, and evidently younger than, ‘Abd al-Gabbar is the 
repeated reference throughout the text to ‘Abd al-Gabbar’s K. al- 
Mugni ft abwab al-tawhid wa-l-‘adl, which are invariably intro- 
duced in the passive.*4 These contrast with the numerous 
internal cross-references throughout the book to earlier or later 
discussions that are all phrased in the first person.*5 

Among the students and companions of ‘Abd al-Gabbar, 
al-Hakim al-GiSumi lists Abii Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Sa‘id al- 
Labbad in second position right after Abi RaSid al-Nisabiiri, 
‘Abd al-Gabbar’s successor as head of the BahSamiyya school of 
the Mu‘tazila. Al-Labbad, al-Giumi reports, had studied with 
‘Abd al-Gabbar, was one of his earliest companions, and acted 
as his teaching deputy (halifatuhu fi I-dars). Al-Gi8umi adds that 
al-Labbad had numerous books to his credit, most prominent 
among them the K. al-Nukat.*° With the exception of a few 
references, the Muslim Mu‘tazilite tradition has not preserved 
any of the works of al-Labbad. Occasional mentions of his 
views, possibly quotations from his K. al-Nukat, can be found in 
the K. al-Tadkira fi ahkam al-gawahir wa-l-atad, by al-Labbad’s 


34 Ms. YA I 3093, fols 46r, 73r, 89r. 

35 Ms. YA I 3093, fols 15v, 16r, 18r, 21r, 32r, 36r, 36v, 37r, 38r, 38v, 
39v, 40v, 41r, 41v, 421, 44v, 49v, 50v, 53r, 54r, 54v, 56v, 59r, 6lr, 
63r, 68r, 72v, 74r; Ms. BL OR 2529, fol. 93v. 

36 Al-Hakim al-GiSumi (Sarh Uyin al-mas@il, 395). 
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younger contemporary Ibn Mattawayh,*’ and in Part Ten of al- 
GiSumi’s Sarh Uydn al-mas@il.3° By contrast, al-Labbad was 
widely read among Jewish adherents of the Mu‘tazila. The 
Karaite theologian Yitsuf al-Basir (d. between 428/1037 and 
430/1039) had commented on one of al-Labbad’s works (Sarh 
Usiil al-Labbad),*° and the transmission of al-Labbad’s book(s) is 
corroborated by references to it in some of the book lists that 
are preserved in the Cairo Geniza.*° 

Madelung’s initial suggestion is supported by quotations 
from al-Labbad adduced by al-Gi8umi in his Sarh ‘Uyin al- 


mas@il that show parallels in the fragments edited in the 


37 Ibn Mattawayh (Tadkira, vol. 1:331, 12-16; vol. 2:507, 7-17). 

38 This portion of al-Giumi’s Sarh Uyin al-mas@il is preserved in 
several manuscripts. For purposes of the present publication we have 
consulted Ms. Riyadh, King Saud University (KSU) Library 7783, 
which is incomplete at the end and undated. The codicological 
features suggest that it was transcribed during the seventh/thirteenth 
century. References to al-Labbad’s views are found ibid., fols 5v:15ff., 
7v:4ff., 8v:14ff., 14v:14ff., 30v:7ff., 105r:5ff., 137v:15ff., 267v:5ff. For 
digital images of Ms. KSU 7783 and a brief description, see 
http://makhtota.ksu.edu.sa/makhtota/8453/1 [accessed 20 April 
2020]. Another copy of Part Ten of al-GiSumi’s Sarh Uyin al-mas@’il is 
preserved as Ms. San‘a, Maktabat al-awqaf, 707 (dated Muharram 
608/June—July 1211). 

39 See Sklare (1995, 256). 

40 Allony (2006, 162:142, 166:237, 167:255). 
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present publication.*1 While al-GiSumi’s quotations were most 
likely taken from al-Labbad’s Nukat, the identity of the present 
work is uncertain, as none of al-GiSumi’s quotations agrees 
verbatim with any of the text that is included in the preserved 
fragments. The K. al-Usil that had been commented upon by 
Yusuf al-Basir is a possible candidate. An additional considera- 
tion supporting our identification of al-Labbad as the author is 
found in chapter 80 of this text. The chapter argues that atoms 
have possible existence and must therefore come into being by 
virtue of an arbitrarily choosing agent (bi-htiyar fa‘ilihi). Essen- 
tially, the author establishes here that if atoms were necessarily 
existent (wagaba wugid al-gawhar), they would exist by virtue of 
themselves and consequently be eternal. He then proceeds to 
argue that since we are certain of God’s necessary existence 
(wugib wugidihi), we would have to concede that necessarily 
existent bodies would resemble God’s very being. Yet, he 
concludes, it was shown that the atoms’ existence is not neces- 
sary, but rather contingent (hadata ma‘a I-gawaz an la yahdatu), 
and that the atoms’ coming into existence must therefore 
depend on an agent. This is a noteworthy passage, because 
BahSami theologians tended to prove the temporal existence of 
atoms—and, in the next step, the existence of the eternal Creat- 
or-God—by the so-called proof from accidents, rather than by 


appealing to the notions of necessary and contingent existence, 


41 Particularly relevant is Chapter 70 (fi anna kawnahu bdgqiyan Ia yarsi‘ 
bihi illa ila istimrar wugidihi) in the work that is edited. Al-Labbad’s 
view and his arguments run largely parallel to what al-GiSumi’s 
reports about him in his Sarh ‘Uyan al-mas@il, fols 8v:14-91:9. 
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as in the present case.*? In fact, the proof of God’s existence was 
reframed by Abi 1-Husayn al-Basri, who based his reasoning on 
the dependence of the contingent world on a _ necessarily 
existing Creator—a line of reasoning that later became famous 
with Ibn Sina.** Abi l-Husayn’s doctrine was harshly criticised 
by BahSami theologians, but he does not seem to have been the 
only student of ‘Abd al-Gabbar to adopt this argument: as Yisuf 
al-Basir reveals in a refutation of Abt l-Husayn’s proof, it was 
actually also employed by al-Labbad.** This is consistent with 
the evidence of our present text and would consequently 
support the hypothesis of al-Labbad’s authorship. 

The work on the edition of the extant portions of the 
codex began in 2008 on the basis of microfilm copies of Ms. YA 
I 3093 and Ms. British Library, Or 2529. All Firkovitch 
fragments were inspected in May 2010 and again in March 
2020 by S. Schmidtke in their original form, and thanks are due 
to the National Library of Russia for the opportunities to do so. 
The text has been retranscribed into Arabic characters, with 
modern spelling applied throughout. The division of the text 
into lines in the edition reflects the manuscript. Whenever a 
word spreads in the manuscript over two lines (the definite 
article ‘al-’, for example, is regularly placed at the end of the 


line with the noun following in the next line; another example is 


42 For the proof from accidents see Davidson (1987, 134-43). 

43 See Madelung (2006); to be sure, Ibn Sina’s proof relied on the 
distinction between necessary and contingent existence, but rather 
than speaking of the Creator, he referred to God as the First Cause. 

44 Madelung and Schmidtke (2006, 6, 31, 42). 
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Ms. YA I 3093, fol. 13r:9-10 featuring ‘intiqad | lihi’, in the 
edition, the word appears in full in line 10 only), the word is 
rendered in full in the next line. Chapter headings and other 
dividers (e.g., ‘tariqga uhra’, ‘tariq uhrda’, ‘aydan’, ‘wagh ahar’, 
‘dalil char’) have been rendered in bold, as have personal names 
and book titles. The division of the text into lines has been 
preserved. Abbreviations throughout the text (‘ta° for ‘ta‘ald’, 
‘qaw’ for ‘qawluhu’/‘qawlihi’, ‘rah’ for ‘rahimahu I-Lah’) have been 
written out in full. Punctuation has been added to facilitate 
reading of the text. Damaged sections have been indicated by 
[square brackets], and our proposed reconstructions of the 
missing text in those locations are tentative throughout. Occa- 


sional emendations to the text are added in <angle brackets>. 


5 Al-Usil al-muhaddabiyya, by Sahl b. Fadl 
al-Tustari 


Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 3951 (14 
folios, ca. 12.5 cm X 17.5 cm, 21 lines to a page) consists of 
two quires of four leaves (fols 1-4) and eight leaves (fols 5-12), 
respectively, with the thread indicating the middle of each quire 
still being visible between fols 2-3 and fols 8-9, followed by a 
bifolio (fols 13-14). Al-Usil al-muhaddabiyya, the first text 
preserved in the fragment, stretches over fols 1-10. While the 
beginning of the text is preserved (fol. 1r; fig. 5.1), as is its end 
(fol. 10v), there is a lacuna between fols 4 and 5. Fols 11-12 
constitute a fragment of a legal responsum on forbidden 
marriages, and fols 13-14 is a fragment of a doctrinal text. All 


three works are written in the same hand, and it is possible that 
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the three fragments originated in a multitext volume transcribed 
by a single scribe, containing three (or more) works. At the end 
of fol. 14v there is a colophon indicating the end of the uniden- 
tified doctrinal text. The colophon is dated to the month of 
Tevet, which concurs with Dt 1-Higga, in the year pot = 187 
(fig. 5.2). The correct interpretation of the ambiguous date is 
uncertain.4* It has been suggested that fol. 13 constitutes 
another fragment that belongs to al-Usil al-muhaddabiyya. This, 
however, can safely be ruled out on codicological grounds.** 
The preserved chapter headings of al-Usil al- 
muhaddabiyya indicate that the lacuna between fols 4 and 5 is 


extensive. The first fragment contains, in addition to the title 


45 For a discussion of the various possibilities, see Ben-Shammai (2020, 
227). Ben-Shammai assumes this to be an abbreviation for tapn, the 
numerical value of which is 587, indicating the Islamic era. The date 
would thus have to be read, in his view, as Dt |-Higga 587 AH = 
December 1191-January 1192 CE. 

46 For the suggestion see Ben-Shammai (2020, 225 n. 5: ‘Fol. 13 may 
belong to the Usal’). Since fols 13-14 constitute a bifolio, both leaves 
would thus have to be part of the work, which is impossible in view of 
the colophon on fol. 14v. There can be no doubt that the end of al-Usil 
al-muhaddabiyya is preserved on fol. 10v of Ms. YA I 3951. Ben-Sham- 
mai worked from a paper copy of Ms. YA I 3951, on the basis of which 
he was unable to identify the individual physical units of the 


manuscript. 
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page*’” and the author’s introduction, the beginning of bab fi 
wugub al-nazar wa-l-istidlal ‘ala ma‘rifat Allah subhanahu (fol. 2r), 
discussing epistemology. The second fragment begins in the 
middle of a discussion on reward and punishment, and it contin- 
ues with chapters on repentance (bab fi [-tawba al-musgita li-I- 
Sqab; fol. 6r), prophecy (bab fi I-nubuwwat; fol. 7r), the 
commandments of the revealed law (bab fi I-Sara’iS fol. 8r), the 
constitution of the rational person (bab fimd yanbagi an yakiina 
binyat al-‘aqil; fol. 8v), the afterlife (bab fi I-ma‘ad; fol. 9r), 
reckoning (bab fi I-hisab; fol. 9v), and a final chapter on the 
commandments God imposed upon rulers (bab fi taklifihi uli I- 
amr; fol. 10r). This indicates that in between the two preserved 
portions of the book the sections discussing divine attributes 
and divine justice are missing. On the basis of the extant 
portions, the Mu‘tazilite character of the book is evident, and 
there are indications that the author was influenced by the 
doctrinal notions of Abi 1-Husayn al-Basri, although the work’s 
non-denominational character is striking. The text is devoid of 
any scriptural material and other allusions specific to any 
religion. This is unsurprising, since the author relates in the 


course of his introduction that he composed the work at the 


47 For a transcription of the title page in Hebrew characters, with 
English translation and discussion, see also Ben-Shammai (2020, 
225-27). Ben-Shammai states that in an older photocopy at his 
disposal, the following number occurred after nov nw yn. In a 
photocopy he received later on, this was missing. For the title page in 
its current state, see fig. 5.1. 
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request of al-qadi al-ra’is al-Muhaddab (hence its title, al-Usiil al- 
muhaddabiyya), whose identity cannot be established.** 

Unlike the colophon of fol. 14r, the colophon at the end of 
al-Ustil al-muhaddabiyya is undated. The work’s title page (fol. 
lr; fig. 5.1), however, suggests the authoritative Karaite theolo- 
gian, Sahl b. al-Fadl (Yasar b. Hesed) al-Tustari who flourished 
during the latter third of the eleventh century, as the work’s 
author. Ben-Shammai, who has repeatedly discussed the work in 
depth, has convincingly argued for Sahl b. al-Fadl al-Tustari 
being the author of the book.*° 

We began preparing a critical edition of the remains of al- 
Usul al-muhaddabiyya, which was first brought to our attention 
by David Sklare, in 2005-2006. While we initially worked on 
the basis of a microfilm held by the Institute of Microfilmed 
Hebrew Manuscripts (IMHM), National Library of Israel (F 
60671), a digital copy of the microfilm is now available through 
KTIV.°° Moreover, we inspected the original manuscript in May 
2010 and again in March 2020 (S. Schmidtke), and we thank 
the National Library of Russia for the opportunity to do so. It is 
hoped that the edition will lead to the uncovering of additional 
fragments of the codex and/or additional copies of al-Usiil al- 


muhaddabiyya. 


48 See also Ben-Shammai (2020, 228-29). ‘Al-Muhaddab’ is a common 
laqab for the late Fatimid and early Ayytbid periods in Egypt. 

49 Ben-Shammai (2003; 2020). 

50 See _https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/ManuScript/Pages/Item. 
aspx?ItemID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000085404 [accessed 30 April 
2020]. 
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6 K. Laddat al-dat fi itbat wahdat al-sifat, by 
al-Fadl b. Mufarrag 


Firk. Arab. 652 (59 fols, 12.4 cm x 17 cm, 15 lines to a page, 
written in clear Arabic nash) opens with a title page (fol. 1r; fig. 
6.1) identifying the work contained in the fragment and its 
author: K. Laddat al-dat fi itbat al-wahda wa-l-sifat, by al-Fadl b. 
Mufarrag. Nothing is known about the author other than what 
can be gleaned from the present manuscript, which is fragment- 
arily preserved and heavily damaged towards the end (espe- 
cially fols 52-59). The manuscript in its present form consists of 
the following physical units: fols 1-8 [Q8], 9-16 [Q8], 17-24 
[Q8], 25-28 [Q4], 29 [SL], 30-39 [Q10], 40-49 [Q10],°! 50-51 
[BF],°2 52 [SL], 53 [SL], 54-55 [BF], 56 [SL], 57 [SL], 58-59 
[BF]. The quires are numbered throughout the codex, with 
numbers being added to the upper left hand corner of the recto 
page of the first leaf of each quire. In the fragment these are still 
visible on fols 30r (‘15’) (fig. 6.2), 40r (‘16’), 53r (‘14’), 56v 
(‘13’). The K. Laddat al-dat concludes on fol. 32v with the 
author’s announcement that he complemented the work with 
another tract devoted to questions of epistemology (Risdla fi 
sind‘at al-istidlal ‘ala tariq al-igmal ...). A substantial, consecutive 
portion of this second tract is preserved on fols 33-49 (fig. 6.3), 
though it is uncertain how much of the text is missing after it 
breaks off at the end of fol. 49v. Besides these two works, al- 


5! The original binding of fols 30-49 was still visible in 2004. 
52 The thread indicating that fols 50-51 constitute the middle of a 
quire was still preserved in 2004. 
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Fadl b. Mufarrag refers towards the end of the chapter on gener- 
ated effects (bab fi I-tawallud) (fol. 17v) to another work of his, 
K. al-Tahdib. The author also occasionally refers to some of the 
leading theologians among the Basran Mu‘tazilites, notably, Abi 
‘Ali al-Gubbai (fols 15v, 52v), Aba Haim al-Gubba’i (fol. 53v), 
and Abi ‘Abd Allah al-Basri (fol. 53v), and throughout the 
work, al-Fadl b. Mufarrag endorses the positions of the BahSami 
school of the Mu‘tazila. 

The following fragments of the K. Laddat al-dat are 
included in Ms. Firk. Arab. 652. While the position of fragments 
I and XII containing the work’s beginning and end are beyond 
doubt, the placement of the remaining fragments is tentative at 
best. The proposed arrangment of fragments II-VIII reflects the 
characteristic structure of Mu‘tazili compositions on usdil al-din 
during the eleventh and twelfth centuries. The placement of 
fragment XI, in the course of which quire ‘14’ (fol. 53r) begins, 
before the final fragment XII (with quire ‘15’ starting on fol. 
30r), is justified on codicological grounds. While the position of 
fragment IX (with quire ‘13’ beginning on fol. 56v) is also 


probable, the placement of fragment X is uncertain. 


Fragment I 


Fols 1-8 [Title page and opening section of 
Laddat al-dat] 
Bab fi wugub itbatihi ta‘ala (fol. 2v) 
Bab fit itbat facil tantahi ilayhi lI- 
hawaddit (fol. 5r) 
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Fragment II 


Fol. 58 


Fragment LT 


Fol. 59 


Fragment IV 


Fol. 25 


Fragment V 


Fol. 26 


Fragment VI 


Fol. 27 


Fragment VII 


Fol. 28 


Fragment VIII 


Fols 54 + 50-51 + 55 


Bab fi itbatihi ta‘ala hayyan (fol. 58v) 


Bab fi itbatihi ta‘ala murid wa-karih 
(fol. 59v) 


[Rebuttal of Dualists] 
Fasl [fi l-Nasara] 


[Proof of mutual prevention (dalil al- 


tamanu) | 


[God does not perceive through the 


senses | 


[God is not driven by desire 
(Sahwa)] 


Bab fi nafy l-ruw’ya ‘anhu ta‘ala 


Bab fi annahu ta‘ala la yusbih I- 
muhdatat (fol. 54v) 


Fragment IX 


Fol. 56 


Fragment X 


Fol. 57 


Fragment XI 


Fols 9-16 + 52 + 53 


Fragment XII 


Fols 17-24 + 29-32 


Introduction 45 


Bab fi istihalat kawnihi ta‘ala mahal- 
lan wa-hallan fi giha (fol. 50r) 

Bab istihdalat al-haga ‘alayhi ta‘ala 
(fol. 51v) 


[Part of the discussion on scripture, 
it seems, possibly on the issue of 
abrogation, as it refers at the begin- 
ning to ‘expressions indicating 
eternal validity’ (alfaz al-ta’bid)] 


[Again part of the section on scrip- 
ture, apparently on its function as an 


incentive (da%)] 


Bab fi l-naql wa-ma@ yatba‘uhu (fol. 
Or) 
Bab al-kalam fi |-kalam (fol. 12v) 


Bab fi I-tawallud (fol. 17r) 

Bab al-kalam ‘ald l-munaggimin wa- 
man yagri magrahum (fol. 17v) 

Bab fi |-qada@’ wa-l-qadar (fol. 23v) 
Bab fi l-agal (fol. 24v) 
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Bab fi l-arzaq wa-l-as‘ar (fol. 29v) 
[End of work] 


Work on the edition began in 2004 when the National Library 
of Russia kindly provided us with a microfilm of Ms. Firk. Arab. 
652.5% The original manuscript was inspected at various 
occasions. At the time of the first inspection (July 2004) the 
manuscript was still accessible in its original form, before it 
underwent restoration: the manuscript was unbound and its 
physical units could still be identified. Due to heavy damage of 
the last leaves of the manuscripts, fols 52-59 (some of which 
were still attached together at the time) were partly illegible. 
Additional inspections of the physical codex took place in May 
2010 and in March 2020. The manuscript had in the meantime 
been restored, which significantly improved the legibility of fols 
52-59. At the same time, the physical units of the manuscript 
could no longer be distinguished, as the codex had also been 
bound during restoration. Moreover, in some cases the micro- 
film of 2004 preserves more of the original text than the 
original manuscript in its current state (see, e.g., figs 6.4 and 
6.5). A provisional attempt has been made to restore some of 
the textual portions that are missing due to damage to the 
manuscript. These are indicated by square brackets. 

The spelling has been adapted to modern standard Arabic 


conventions and punctuation has been added to facilitate the 


53 The digitised microfilm can be accessed via https://albert.ias.edu/ 
bitstream/handle/20.500.12111/7899/Firk%20Arab%20652.pdf?sequ 
ence = 18&isAllowed = y [accessed 14 June 2020]. 
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reading of the text. The various features idiosyncratic to Middle 
Arabic have for the most part been retained in the edition. Only 
some minor corrections have been made to allow for greater 
readability of the text. As the manuscript is definitely not an 
autograph, it cannot be determined whether these features 
actually reflect the author’s language or were introduced by the 
scribe. Corrections include case endings, which are used in 
partial accordance to the norms of Classical Arabic, but some- 
times omitted or overgeneralised; the addition of mood endings 
to distinguish between imperfect forms terminating in endings 
with or without n, which are largely (though not consistently) 
absent in the manuscript; occasional corrections of gender (e.g., 
hal, which is invariably treated as masculine in the manuscript). 


All such emendations are mentioned in the apparatus. 


7 Radd Ifham al-Yahid, by an anonymous 


Rabbanite author 


Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 3020 (24 
folios, 17 lines per page, written in semicursive oriental Hebrew 
script) contains fragments of Ifham al-Yahiid, the renowned 
polemic against Judaism by the convert to Islam Samaw’al al- 
Magribi (d. 570/1175), together with a refutation of this tract, 


both written in the same hand.*4 An additional leaf containing 


54 Samaw’al al-Magribi’s [fham al-Yahtid has been published repeat- 
edly, including three critical editions that reflect the state of 
scholarship of their time: Schreiner (1898; 1899) and Perlmann (1964) 
offered editions of the later recension of the Ifham, and Marazka, 
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the final portion of the introduction to the refutation is 
preserved as Ms. YA II 470. Another fragment written in the 
same hand is preserved as Ms. YA I 1217, containing the begin- 
ning of a work.*> Since the fragment, which consists of a single 
page (fol. 1v, fol. Ir is left blank), contains only the hamdala 
and breaks off before the text itself begins, it cannot be deter- 
mined whether this fragment is indeed part of the refutation of 
Ifham al-yahtid. Therefore we did not include the text in the 
edition of the refutation, but rather included an image of Ms. 
YA 11217, fol. 1v (fig. 7.6), together with a transcription of the 
text in the Appendix to the introduction. 

The refutation was composed by a Rabbanite Jew. This is 
evident from the work’s introduction, in which the anonymous 
author evokes as authorities the writings of Rabbanite scholars 
such as the geonim Samuel ben Hofni (d. 1034), Hai ben Sarira 
(d. 1038), and a certain Ibn al-HaSis,°° and from the first-person 
plural wording ‘we, the majority of the Children of Israel, the 
Rabbanites and the religious scholars’ (li-annd maar Bani Isra°il 
al-Rabbaniyyun wa-l-ahbar). Moreover, there is a lengthy note in 
the margin of Ms. YA II 470, fol. 1v (fig. 7.2), containing quota- 
tions from Sa‘adya Gaon (d. 942), introduced as le-Rabbenu 


Pourjavady, and Schmidtke (2006) provided an edition of the text’s 
earlier recension. 

55 For a brief description and digital copy of the manuscript, see 
https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/ManuScript/Pages/Item.aspx? 
ItemID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000153156 [accessed 1 May 2020]. 

56 Possibly the eleventh-century Talmudist Hananel ben Hushiel, who 
served as head of the scholastic community of Qayrawan and corres- 
ponded with Hai Gaon. 
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Sa‘adya, and on Ms. YA I 3020, fol. 8v (fig. 7.3), there is a long 
quotation in the margin from one of the writings of Daniel ben 
Moses al-Qumisi (flourished end of ninth, early tenth century), 
who is specifically identified as a Karaite. Noteworthy is also a 
note in Persian in the margin of Ms. YA II 470, fol. 1r (fig. 7.1), 
apparently added by a different hand in Arabic characters. 
Other than this, the extant fragments allow no conclusion as to 
when and by whom the refutation was written. Codicological 
comparison with other Genizah material suggests that the 
fragments are to be dated to the fourteenth century and were 
presumably written in Egypt.°” 

Neither the text of Ifhadm al-Yahtid nor the refutation are 
completely preserved; the leaves are in complete disorder, with 
numerous interruptions of text throughout.°* The following 
fragments of the refutation are preserved, and their probable 
sequence is as follows: 

I: Ms. YA II 470, fol. 1 
II: Ms. YA I 3020, fols 7, 8, 24 


57 A reference to Samaw’al’s Ifham in the context of a discussion of the 
Muslim accusation that the Jews have distorted the Torah is included 
in Ms. YA I 888, fol. 9r:11. The entire manuscript, consisting of twelve 
folios, is apparently a collectanea of anti-Rabbanite polemics and 
Jewish apologetics against Islamic polemics. We are grateful to David 
Sklare for having pointed out this reference to us. For digital images of 
the manuscript, see https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/ManuScript/ 
Pages/Item.aspx?ItemID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000152940 [accessed 1 
May 2020]. 

58 For an edition of Samaw’al al-Magribi’s Ifham al-Yahitid on the basis 
of Ms. YA I 3020, see Chiesa and Schmidtke (2006). 
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Ill: Ms. YA I 3020, fols 23, 9, 10, 22 

IV: Ms. YA I 3020, fols 5, 11 

V: Ms. YAI 3020, fols 3, 4, 13, 14, 15 

VI: Ms. YA I 3020, fol. 6 

VII: Ms. YA I 3020, fol. 12 
The extant fragments suggest that the refutation followed by 
and large the sequence of the Ifham. The individual sections 
open with brief allusions to the arguments adduced by the 
author of the Ifham, followed by detailed refutations. Occasion- 
ally, the anonymous author adduces more extensive quotations 
from the Ifham.°? 

Digital images of Ms. YA I 3020 that have been generated 

on the basis of a microfilm of the manuscript produced in 1995 
are available through KTIV: Digitized Hebrew Manuscripts.°° 
The edition has been prepared on the basis of the microfilm 


copies held in the National Library of Israel. In 2006, Sabine 


59 For an annotated English translation of the refutation, see Adang 
and Schmidtke (forthcoming). 

69Ms. YA I 3020 (NLI Film no. F 56412, accessible through 
https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/ManuScript/Pages/Item.aspx? Ite 
mID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000154863), and Ms. YA II 470 (NLI Film 
no. F 58765, accessible through https://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/ 
en/ManuScript/Pages/Item.aspx?ItemID = PNX_MANUSCRIPTS000092 
559). The National Library of Russia kindly permitted us to publish 
facsimiles of those two manuscripts in their entirety. The facsimiles 
were made on the basis of the original manuscripts in their current 
form. Ms. YA II 470 is reproduced as figs 7.1 and 7.2. Ms. YA I 3020 in 
its entirety is available through https://albert.ias.edu/handle/20.500. 
12111/7899 [accessed 1 May 2020]. 
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Schmidtke consulted the original manuscripts in the National 
Library of Russia. By that time the manuscripts had undergone 
conservation measures, and portions of the text that had been 
visible on the microfilms were no longer visible. The National 
Library of Russia kindly provided us with digital images of the 
manuscripts in 2006, samples of which are included in the 
present publication. 

The refutation is composed in Middle Arabic; deviations 
from classical Arabic have been left unchanged. These include 
the usage of Form VI (tawda‘ud) for Form V (tawa“ud) in classical 
Arabic, or passive forms such as mafsiid rather than fasid, 
according to classical Arabic, as well as the syntax of the text. 
Only obvious orthographic and lexicographical mistakes have 
been corrected, including relative pronouns (alladi, allati, 
alladina), which are sometimes used in congruence with 
classical Arabic, while this is not the case on other occasions. 
Abbreviations such as oxy for ‘alayhi l-salam, 1p for qawlihi, and 
common usages such as xo for ld siyyamd, have been 


transcribed in full. 


Appendix: Transcription of Ms. YA I 1217, fol. 1v 


nunn prraindan pow ow. 

[...Jaly jadi ILS, ale of 4 pail le le al) tool! 

pales) Wl olds Epdy de Colsl leg je oSb oy 

Jy de Lesa aly blest, BI GL UY Lips 

[. Jy LES OLE oT i cpglerpell the pe ale purge 
[...] pedl Gey Se Leal! CUS SloLU BUI 
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[as]leLs ger nore Sole pdlely gllell fol 4 

[oe chee yg gle Salley SLIT Sy pL ale criyel 
[Wes] NyN ality gy Cages pbll op» ill Al pdb ad OS 

Py isl coy ee ob aya] os de her ty She 

Vy BE gee fb Vy BI GD patie US Oo nd 

Coy Bo lla ob BNI Eas as op al 3 

[Vem] Vy Signi Vy dhe Vy ES WS os i ol ine Y ol 
Be JS fad Lejly pL! ale amr Cagd dteod ope sll oo my 
wae I) Sip MUS oS 3) cesly AVE GIS ge aonyyt 
clin) ails le Cais palialy ISL og tall lg 
yy ANSE (3 be bar pty Gee Yly oll 0 fal! 
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Fig. 3.1 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, Firk. 
Arab. 104, fol. 281v (with kind permission) 
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Fig. 3.2 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, Firk. 
Arab. 104, fol. 231v (with kind permission) 
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Fig. 3.3. Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, Firk. 
Arab. 104, fol. 257r (with kind permission) 
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Fig. 4.2 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 
3093, fol. 34r (with kind permission) 


66 Jewish-Muslim Intellectual History Entangled 


Fig.5.1. Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 
3951, fol. 1r (with kind permission) 
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Fig.5.2 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 
3951, fol. 14v (with kind permission) 
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Fig. 6.1 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, Firk. 
Arab. 652, fol. 1r (with kind permission) 
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Fig.6.2 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, Firk. 
Arab. 652, fol. 30r (with kind permission) 
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Fig. 6.3. Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, Firk. 


Arab. 652, fol. 33r (with kind permission) 
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Fig. 6.4 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, Firk. 
Arab. 652, fol. 54r (digitised microfilm) (with kind 


permission) 
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Fig.6.5 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, Firk. 


Arab. 652, fol. 54r (scan from physical codex) (with 


kind permission) 
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Fig. 7.1 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA II 
470, fol. 1r (with kind permission) 
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Fig. 7.2 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA II 


470, fol. 1v (with kind permission) 
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Fig. 7.3. Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 
3020, fol. 8v (with kind permission) 
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Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 
3020, fol. 22r (digitised microfilm) (with kind 


permission) 
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Fig. 7.5 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 
3020, fol. 22r (scan from physical codex) (with kind 


permission) 
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Fig. 7.6 Ms. St Petersburg, National Library of Russia, YA I 
1217, fol. 1v (with kind permission) 
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About the series 


This series is published by Open Book Publishers in collaboration with the 
Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies of the University of Cambridge. 
The aim of the series is to publish in open-access form monographs in the 
field of Semitic languages and the cultures associated with speakers of Semitic 
languages. It is hoped that this will help disseminate research in this field to 
academic researchers around the world and also open up this research to 
the communities whose languages and cultures the volumes concern. This 
series includes philological and linguistic studies of Semitic languages and 
editions of Semitic texts. Titles in the series will cover all periods, traditions 
and methodological approaches to the field. The editorial board comprises 
Geoffrey Khan, Aaron Hornkohl, and Esther-Miriam Wagner. 


This is the first Open Access book series in the field; it combines the high 
peer-review and editorial standards with the fair Open Access model offered 
by OBP. Open Access (that is, making texts free to read and reuse) helps spread 
research results and other educational materials to everyone everywhere, not 
just to those who can afford it or have access to well-endowed university 
libraries. 


Copyrights stay where they belong, with the authors. Authors are encouraged 
to secure funding to offset the publication costs and thereby sustain the 
publishing model, but if no institutional funding is available, authors are not 
charged for publication. Any grant secured covers the actual costs of publishing 
and is not taken as profit. In short: we support publishing that respects the 
authors and serves the public interest. 


Other titles in the series 
Studies in Semitic Vocalisation and Reading Traditions 


Aaron Hornkohl and Geoffrey Khan (eds.) 
doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0207 


Studies in Rabbinic Hebrew 
Shai Heijmans (ed.) 
doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0164 
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Eastern Studies 


You can find more information about this serie at: 
http://www.openbookpublishers.com/section/107/1 


Jewish-Muslim Intellectual History Entangled 


Textual Materials from the Firkovitch Collection, Saint Petersburg 


Camilla Adang, Bruno Chiesa, Omar Hamdan, Wilferd Madelung, 
Sabine Schmidtke and Jan Thiele (eds.) 


Jewish-Muslim Intellectual History Entangled unearths forgotten texts that once belonged 
to the library of the Karaite community in Cairo. Consigned to oblivion for centuries, 
many of these manuscripts were sold in the second half of the nineteenth century to the 
National Library of Russia in St Petersburg, where they remained inaccessible to most 
scholars until the end of the Cold War. 


The texts from the Karaite library cover a remarkable spectrum of medieval literary genres 
and scholarly disciplines, spanning works by Jewish, Muslim and Christian authors, in both 
Hebrew and Arabic. As such, they provide unique access to an otherwise lost body of 
literature from the medieval Islamicate world. 


This timely volume presents, for the first time, edited fragments of six texts by adherents 
of the Muttazila, a school of rational theology that emerged in the eighth century CE, 
including Karaite copies and recensions of works by Muslim authors, notably ‘Abd al- 
Jabbar al-Hamadhant and ‘Abd Allah b. Sad al-Labbad, as well as original Jewish Mu tazilt 
treatises. The collection is concluded by an anonymous Rabbanite refutation of the highly 
influential polemical tract against Judaism, entitled /fham al-yahid. 


This collection offers unprecedented insights into the intellectual crossroads between 
Muslims and Jews of the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East. It will be an 
invaluable resource to students and scholars engaged with this period of history. 


As with all Open Book publications, this entire book is available to read for free on the 


publisher’s website. Printed and digital editions, together with supplementary digital 
material, can also be found here: www.openbookpublishers.com 


Cover image: MS Firk. Arab. 652 (RNL St Petersburg, with kind permission) Cover design: Anna Gatti 
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